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EARLY MUSLIM SOCIETY & THE ROLES OF WOMEN BASED ON THE READING OF THE SURAHS
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During medieval times, women were involved in diverse occupations such as construction, textile, and farming. Muslim women had varied experienced within different societies. For instance, Arabs preferred to bury their female daughters in the sand while they were alive. But Muhammad made a revelation, and the burial of female daughters was stopped. In addition, during the Pre-Islamic Era, women were not permitted at any point to seek a divorce from their partners. Instead, they were required to stay with the partners till death failure. Also, the women were not guaranteed to get any form of inheritance despite the fact that they are part of the marriage. “Give women their dowries graciously. But if they willingly forego some of it, then consume it with enjoyment and pleasure.”[footnoteRef:1] Later in the 12th-century, women began to be treated as equals with men, which allowed them to be recognized across the board in different industries based on their preferences. For instance, Muslim hospitals at the time were the first in society to employ female physicians. Referencing the Islam faith, both men and women need to be treated fairly in the eyes of God.[footnoteRef:2] Thus, both genders are required under the Muslim law to complete all religious traditions with ease, such as the pilgrimage to Mecca, share equality for women, and liberation for the women where they were allowed to pray with men and undertake different trade transactions in the marketplace. For instance, Aisha, who was one of Muhammad’s wives, was a physician, and she played an active role in rhetoric, medicine, and history. Women's historic role in Islam is linked with societal patriarchal ideals and not directly are instructed under the Quran.  [1: Qur’an 4:4. ]  [2: Shagufta Omar. "Marriage in Islam: Life partnership or discriminatory family setup. An analysis of some protective legal and moral Shariah provisions for women with special reference to Surah An-Nisa." An Analysis of Some Protective Legal and Moral Shariah Provisions for Women with Special Reference to Surah An-Nisa (September 5, 2014) (2014).
] 


Roles of Women based on the Surahs
Feminism is recognized as the belief women should have political, economic, and social equality with their counterpart’s men. Unfortunately, in the early Muslim society, most women had to deal with unequal power distribution, which often turned into social conflict in numerous accounts. According to Surah 4:34, “Men are the protectors and maintainers of women, as God has given some of them an advantage over others, and because they spend out of their wealth. The good women are obedient, guarding what God would have them, guard. As for those from whom you fear disloyalty, admonish them, and abandon them in their beds, then strike them. But if they obey you, seek no way against them. God is Sublime, Great.”[footnoteRef:3] This chapter illustrates the women's position in the community. Women were required to ensure they submit to their men at all times and ensure they are keen to adhere to the stipulated guideline.[footnoteRef:4] The chapter does not put women in much of an advantage; instead, they can be interpreted as subjects to their husbands.  [3: Qur’an 4:34. ]  [4: Manjarrez Walker, Ashley & Michael A. Sells. "The Wiles of Women and Performative Intertextuality:'A'isha, the Hadith of the Slander, and the Sura of Yusuf." Journal of Arabic Literature 30, no. 1 (1999): 55-77. ] 

Marriages often were organized based on the preferred political alliances to be developed by the respective community. According to Surah 4:24, “And all married women, except those you rightfully possess. This is God’s decree, binding upon you. Permitted for you are those that lie outside these limits, provided you seek them in legal marriage, with gifts from your property, seeking wedlock, not prostitution. If you wish to enjoy them, then give them their dowry—a legal obligation. You commit no error by agreeing to any change to the dowry. God is All-Knowing, Most Wise.”[footnoteRef:5] For instance, Muhammad had about 8 to 11 wives, all of whom had social importance to his community's ruling. Thus, women in the society were used to form alliances with different communities. There are several interpretations based on preference to use women for political affiliations, such as considering women as part of the merchandise hence the ease identified to use them or regarding the women as an integral part of the society and using them to make formidable relations.  [5: Qur’an 4:24. ] 

The women's role in Muslim culture is defined correctly, despite the functions being different from men. Women's role in the home is very instrumental to its importance in Islamic culture. For instance, from a very young age, women are grown from the women’s quarters where the older women engrain them on their role in their future home, they were taught Islamic laws and their values in the community.[footnoteRef:6] The harem was the house where female Muslims lived; the spaces were not permitted for any other man aside from the master of the house, his sons, and a doctor. Surah 4:25 states, “If any of you lack the means to marry free believing women, he may marry one of the believing maids under your control. God is well aware of your faith. You are from one another. Marry them with their guardians' permission and give them their recompense reasonably—to be protected—neither committing adultery nor taking secret lovers. When they are married, their punishment shall be half that of free women if they commit adultery. That is for those among you who fear falling into decadence. But to practice self-restraint is better for you. God is Most Forgiving, Most Merciful.”[footnoteRef:7] This Surah is clear the women are offered instructions on how they need to undertake their respective responsibility. Based on the teachings they have been provided while at the harem, it is proper for the men to take them as part of their wives later and put them in their households.   [6: Enes Karić. "Dervishes and Islam in Bosnia: Sufi Dimensions to the Formation of Bosnian Muslim Society by Ines Aščerić-Todd." Journal of Islamic Studies 28, no. 2 (2017): 254-257.]  [7: Qur’an 4:25. ] 

In summary, women held an integral role in the Muslim community. As identified, women had the opportunity to ensure their communities would formulate alliances with other communities by being married for alliances. Women were tasked to run their husbands' household and ensure they observed all the law requirements as required under the Quran. Women contributed to the medical field, with some being considered physicians. To date, women still play an integral role in the Muslim community. 
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